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October 21st, 2008
Heather McDonald

BC Ministry of Energy, Mines 
and Petroleum Resources
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� Remote Communities in B.C.

~ 70 remote communities in BC; 30 are FN

High energy costs and no utility service

Environmental impacts of diesel generation

Poor energy reliability

Lack of energy system capacity

Limited potential to support physical and economic development

� Provincial Commitments

2007 Energy Plan Policy Actions 

Great Goals & New Relationship

Reduce Provincial GHG’s
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� Lack of Capacity: Limited number & availability of skilled personnel

� Need for project collaboration / communication

� Need for community champion and Energy Working Group

� Difficulties arranging financing; lack in capital funding source

� Targeted funding towards specific project phases 

� Increases in construction and labour costs in remote areas

� Difficulty shifting from planning to                            

implementation

� Short building seasons

� Leadership changes
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VISION:  To assist BC remote communities in    
achieving their energy sustainability goals.

� Province of BC (MEMPR)

� First Nations Technology Council

� Western Economic Diversification

� Indian and Northern                            

Affairs Canada

� BC Hydro
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� The Program encourages and supports sustainable remote 

community energy systems through community energy planning, 

clean energy development and demand side management 

solutions.

� BC Hydro also offers a Remote Community Electrification program 

which provides reliable, low-cost electric utility service and support 

to remote communities.
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� Targets (Community Energy Plans, clean energy projects, 
demand side management projects, communities added to 
utilities regulation)

� Provide $20 million in Provincial funding to cover up to 20% of 
project costs and leverage additional funding

� Long term demand side management program

� Long term clean power acquisition policy

� Funding is available for all project stages                     
but is commonly used for capital costs
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� Community project support (Community energy 
planning, implementation of demand side management and clean 
energy projects)

– Education, outreach, project facilitation, leveraging 
partner funding, training

� Funding application support
– Input, review

� Strategic support
– Policy, regulation, funding

agreements
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� Establishes a 5-20 year plan for energy use and supply 

� Evaluates land use, resource potential and community 
design options for efficient management of energy and 
the promotion of long-term community sustainability.

� Can include homes, buildings, infrastructure, industry, 
transportation, power plants

� Educates and informs community members

� Clearly establishes community objectives related to 
energy (e.g., green, cost-stability, skilled jobs)

� Serves as a springboard for investment by prioritizing 
projects among numerous options
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1. Establish a working group to oversee the CEP

2. Complete community energy profile, inventory and projection

3. Consult community members to identify energy objectives

4. Develop and Evaluate Demand Side Management Options

5. Develop and Evaluate Clean Energy Options

6. Build awareness through education and training programs

7. Complete a draft CEP for community input

8. Incorporate energy plan into policies and investments

9. If applicable, establish business cases and financing for key 
recommendations and begin implementation / monitoring

10. Keep the community energy plan up to date!
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� Atlin / Taku River Tlingit
� Gitga'at (Hartley Bay)
� Kitasoo-Xaixais
� Haida Gwaii
� Haisla (Kitimaat Village)
� Huu-ay-aht
� Hupacasath
� Ktunaxa Nation Council
� Toad River
� Seabird Island Band 
� Kyuoquot

� Oweekeno/Wuikinuxv
� Uchucklesaht
� Xeni Gwet'in
� Adams Lake Indian Band
� West Moberly First Nation
� Plus many more…

Over 75 communities supported by 
Provincial Energy programs

*
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� Conduct holistic housing audits to identify retrofits to reduce 
energy demand and improve structural / electrical / plumbing 
/ health condition of homes

� Use sustainable housing design workshops to identify energy 
efficiency & alternative energy supply options

� Conduct land use planning to reduce transportation demand

� Develop clean energy supply projects that meet community 
objectives
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Community Energy Planning

� $175,000 each – Hesquiaht First Nation and Kwicksutaineuk/Ah-

Kwa-Mish First Nations 

Utility Service Provision

� $300,000 – Toad River Distribution Line

Demand Side Management

� $1 million – Energy Savings Kits

� $175,000 – Wuikinuxv First Nation for energy audits and retrofits

Clean Energy Development

� $1 million each – Atlin Hydroelectric Project & Klemtu Hydroelectric 

Project
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� $60 million Energy Efficiency Incentive Program

� Audits & retrofits of existing homes to reduce ener gy 
demand

� Double the LiveSmart BC incentives in remote                                        
communities

5 STEPS TO LIVESMART

1) Contact a certified energy advisor to evaluate your home. 

2) Energy advisor recommends how to improve efficiency of your home.

3) You choose which upgrades make the most sense for your home and budget.

4) Follow-up with energy advisor to verify energy savings and GHG reductions. 

5) Energy advisor processes your incentive application and you get two cheques

in the mail to contribute to the cost of your energy retrofits.
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� Assist local & FN governments to implement policies 
and programs to achieve specified energy efficiency 
targets laid out in the Energy Efficient Building 
Strategy

� Supports 62 communities to date, including 8 FN 
communities and 4 remote communities 

� Typically $15-20K awarded to each community

� Policy, Information, Education,                     
Incentives, Regulations, Capacity

� CAEE Gold - $50K for communities who         
demonstrate advanced implementation
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� Infrastructure Planning Grant

� Energy Efficient Build Strategy – Net Zero Homes

� Power Smart – High Performance Building Program

� BC Hydro’s Remote Community Electrification Program

� Towns for Tomorrow

� Innovative Clean Energy Fund

� Rural Infrastructure Grants

� SolarBC Project

� Smart Planning for Communities
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� ecoEnergy for Aboriginal and Northern Communities 
(INAC Clean Energy Program)

� ecoEnergy for Renewable Power

� ecoEnergy for Renewable Heat – Solar Air / Solar 
Water

� ecoEnergy Retrofit- Homes

� Sustainable Development Technology Canada

� Western Economic Diversification

� EcoAction Community Funding Program

Heather McDonald
Phone:  1 877 387 7681
Email:  Heather.J.McDonald@gov.bc.ca
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